Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.163; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.3.
Related literature
For pyrroles sourced from marine organisms, see: Liu et al. (2005) . For the bioactivity of pyrrole derivatives, see : Banwell et al. (2006) ; Sosa et al. (2002) . For related structures, see : Zeng et al. (2005) ; Liu et al. (2006) ; Tang et al. (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART 1K CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker,1999 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 1999) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Comment
Pyrrole derivatives are well known constituents of many marine organisms , and some of them show important bioactivities, such as antitumor (Banwell et al., 2006) and protein kinase inhibiting (Sosa et al., 2002) activities. As a continuation of our studies in this field, which have recently resulted in the communication of the crystal structure of 3-(4-bromo-1H-pyrrole-2-carboxamido)propanoic acid (Zeng et al., 2005) , 3-(1-methyl-1H-pyrrole-2-carboxamido)propanoic acid (Liu et al., 2006) and methyl 2-(1H-pyrrole-2-carboxamido)acetate (Tang et al., 2008) , we report herein the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound.
In the molecule of the title compound ( Fig. 1) , bond lengths and angles are unexceptional. In the crystal structure, molecules are linked by intermolecular O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) involving water molecules to form two-dimensional layers parallel to the ac plane (Fig. 2, Fig. 3 )
Experimental
A suspension of potassium carbonate (2.10 mg, 15.0 mmol), ethyl bromide (1.87 ml, 25.0 mmol) and methyl 3-(1H-pyrrole-2-carbonyl)aminopropionate (0.98 g, 5.0 mmol) in acetonitrile (12 ml) was refluxed for 40 h. After evaporation of the solvent, the residue was dissolved in ethyl acetate (15 ml) and washed twice with water. The organic layer was dried over sodium sulfate and evaporated in vacuo. Then the alkylated product was added to a solution of 10% aqueous sodium hydroxide (10 ml) and ethanol (2 ml), and the mixture was stirred at room temperature for 24 h. The hydrolyzed mixture was made acidic with 10% hydrochloric acid to pH 2-3. After filtration, the precipitate was collected as a yellow solid (m.p. 320 K, 92.3% yield). Pale yellow crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained over a period of one week by slow evaporation at room temperature of an ethanol/water solution (3:2 v/v).
Refinement
All non-H atoms were refined with anisotropic displacement parameters. The water H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and refined freely. All other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.95-0.99Å, N-H = 0.88 Å, O-H = 0.84 Å, and with U iso = 1.2 U eq (C, N) or 1.5 U eq (C, O) for methyl and hydroxy H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
